268               Charles of Orleans.

ment of his ransom. From all sides, ladies and
gentlemen thronged to offer him their services;
some gave him their sons for pages, some archers
for a bodyguard ; and by the time he reached
Tournay, he had a following of 300 horse. Every-
where he was received as though he had been the
King of France.1 If he did not come to imagine
himself something of the sort, he certainly forgot
the existence of any one with a better claim to
the title. He conducted himself on the hypothesis
that Charles VII. was another Charles VI. He
signed with enthusiasm that treaty of Arras, which
left France almost at the discretion of Burgundy.
On December 18 he was still no farther than
Bruges, where he entered into a private treaty
with Philip; and it was not until January 14,
ten weeks after he disembarked in France, and
attended by a ruck of Burgundian gentlemen,
that he arrived in Paris and offered to present
himself before Charles VII. The king sent word
that he might come, if he would, with a small
retinue, but not with his present following; and
the duke, who was mightily on his high horse after
all the ovations he had received, took the king's
attitude amiss, and turned aside into Touraine,
to receive more welcome and more presents, and
be convoyed by torchlight into faithful cities.

1 Monstrelet.